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New Organic Waste Recycling
Requirements for Businesses
and Schools

A new law in California will require many California businesses to separate out their
organic waste for composting. The requirements of AB 1826 will be phased in over
time, beginning in April 2016 for the largest waste generators — restaurants,
supermarkets, large venues, schools and food processors. The mandate grows
broader each year, requiring more and more businesses to participate.

To support local businesses in complying with the new law, GreenWaste Recovery
will be providing collection for food and other organic waste in 2016. Contact
GreenWaste at (831) 426-2711 to see if you qualify, and to arrange service.
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The Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors will
soon be considering a number of changes for the
future, and your feedback is welcome. The Board
will discuss whether to require residents and
businesses in developed areas of the County to
sign up for recycling and trash service as one way
to help combat illegal dumping. They will also
consider proposals for a new recycling and waste
hauling contract to take effect when the current
contract with Greenwaste Recovery expires at
the end of 2017. Check the County's website at contact the County Sheriff to report
www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us in the Government the crime. To arrange for cleanup of
section for upcoming Board Meeting agendas. an illegal dumpsite, call the County's

| / 24-hour dispatch at (831) 477-3999.

If you see or know of someone who is
illegally dumping trash, please
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\\ . ‘ Remittance Address:
— GreenWaste Recovery, P.O. Box 11089, San Jose, CA 95103-1089
reen We at GreenWaste “Think Differently” and appreciate your suggestions and comments. Please call us today and let

us know how we are doing at (800) 665-2209 or (831) 426-2711, or visit us on the web at www.greenwaste.com
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Phasing Out the Single-

use Plastic Straw

Why should it go extinct?

e Straws are the sixth most commonly found litter. Last year, more than 20,000
straws were removed from county beaches on Coastal Cleanup Day.

¢ That straw you used for one meal will be trash forever.

e Because of its durability, buoyancy, and ability to accumulate and concentrate
toxins present in the ocean, plastic is especially harmful to marine life.

How can you help?

* Do you really need a straw? It's likely that you don't. Practice saying: "Please,
no straw! Thank you!" Repeat as necessary.

o Still feel like you need a straw? Several companies make sturdy, reusable glass and metal
straws; potentially your last straw. Carry one with you and pull it out as a visual cue to your
server that you REALLY don't need a straw!

* Encourage your favorite restaurants to purchase paper straws (which
biodegrade and can be composted) instead of plastic.

Refuel Your Fun

Whether you're tailgating, camping or heading to the beach for a picnic, propane canisters are a cheap and
convenient way to power your outdoor fun. Until recently, recycling them has been difficult and most used
containers end up piling up in park trashcans or littering our open spaces — but now there's a better option! New,
refillable propane canisters are available at many local hardware and outdoor stores. Refilling your propane
cylinder is just 20% of the cost of buying a new one. It's a great way to save money, save the earth and refuel your
fun! Go to www.refuelyourfun.org for more information.

Holiday Pickup Schedule

GreenWaste is closed for three holidays out of the year: Thanksgiving (November 26th), Rec : cle & :
Christmas (December 25th), and New Year's Day (January 1st). If your regular y ek B

collection day falls on or after one of these holidays, your collection day will be moved to H 0 Ii d a W
the following day for the rest of the week. Regular collection schedules will resume the _ y AN
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Recycle your evergreen curbside! Place the
whole tree on the curb next to your recycling
bin on your regularly scheduled pickup day
January 2-15,2016. Please remove all tinsel,
decorations and non-wood stands. Please
cut trees to 3-foot lengths so they'll fit in the
collection vehicle. No flocked trees, please!
THURSDAY FRIDAY Free tree recycling will also be available at
the Buena Vista Landfill, Ben Lomond
Transfer Station and other convenient
locations around the County.
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